
The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
Luke 1:26-38 

Rev. Jerry Hamstra 

December 17, 2017 

The world is clearly a place where many things are not as they ought to 

be. And we as human beings, who are part of the world, are a big part 

of the problem. We too, are not as we ought to be. Think of all that is 

wrong with the world. Think of all the injustice – the suffering 

experienced by so many people because they are being treated unfairly. 

Think of the suffering of people who are living in warzones or refugee 

camps. Think of all the people who are suffering because of Islamic 

extremism. Think of all the people who are suffering because of corrupt 

governments. Think of all the people who are suffering because of 

poverty for whatever reason. Many people have a hard time finding 

enough to eat. Many people live with inadequate shelter and medical 

care. Think of the hatred in the world and all the misery that it causes. 

Think of the way that things are going in the west – the immorality – in 

many instances what is good is called evil and what is evil is called good. 

Think of the celebration of sex outside of marriage and homosexuality 

and transgenderism. Think of the outworking of individualism on a 

massive scale so that so many people only care about themselves. Think 

of the philosophy of postmodernism where the possibility of objective 

truth is denied, and trust is seen to be entirely subjective. Think of what 

the long-term implications of that might look like. Think of the nonsense 

that is being taught on so many of our university campuses and what 

the long-term consequences of that might look like. Think of the 

geopolitical tensions in the world and where that might all lead. 

And think of the way our own lives are less than ideal. We have lots to 

be thankful for. I’m not suggesting that there is not much that is good, 

but I want us to think about the dark side of life even for those of us 

who have so much to be thankful for. There is the uncomfortable fact 

that vast numbers of people do not share in the prosperity that we 

enjoy. But there is also the evil that we find in our own hearts. We all 



know that we are not what we should be, and we do not live as we 

should live. We are often selfish and hard-hearted concerning the 

suffering of others. We often love pleasure more than we love God. Our 

loves and our desires are disordered. We sometimes hurt those we love. 

Our priorities are skewed. We focus on things that do not satisfy. And 

even though we have much, we still suffer – sometimes because of our 

own foolishness – sometimes just because we live in a fallen world. We 

suffer because of broken relationships. We suffer because of sickness. 

And we suffer because we live in the shadow of death. No matter how 

good or bad our lives are, we will one-day die. 

All of this and so much more is the background to the meaning of the 

birth of Christ. Jesus was born to make the world right again. Jesus was 

born to make us right again. Jesus was born to accomplish a mission and 

that mission was to eventually renew the whole creation and to bring an 

end to suffering and injustice and badness in all its forms. The hope that 

is attached to the birth of Christ as the Bible describes it is for a world in 

which everything is as it ought to be. A world in which everything is as it 

ought to be has been the longing of human beings for almost as long as 

the world has been around. But there are different visions for that and 

there are different perspectives on how that might be achieved. The 

birth of Jesus is at the heart of the biblical vision. And a key part of the 

biblical vision is that it is the only true vision – that is, the biblical vision 

is what will actually come into being at the end of the age. 

Now, one of the ways of describing that vision in the Bible is the 

kingdom of God. The basic idea is that all that is wrong with the world is 

rooted in the fact that the human race has rebelled against God, who is 

the ultimate King, and that a perfect world can only be a world in which 

God is acknowledged and worshiped and loved and obeyed as the King 

over all that he has made. The glorious future that the whole Bible 

points to is a kingdom in which God is acknowledged as King which is a 

kingdom of peace and justice and comprehensive wellbeing for all. 

God’s plan for the renewal of the world is a plan for the world-wide 

establishment of the kingdom of God. That is what the message of the 

Bible is all about. This is the biblical hope for the world - one world-wide 

kingdom in which God is honored and obeyed and in which, because of 



that, there is no more suffering and sorrow, but rather perfect joy and 

peace.  

Now the God of the Bible tends to pursue his goals in surprising and 

unexpected ways. His plan is a cosmic plan – the renewal of the whole 

creation under his rule. It is the biggest possible picture. And yet a key 

figure in the outworking of that plan is an obscure teenage girl from an 

obscure town named Mary. She is the one whom God had chosen to be 

the mother of the one who would be the King of God’s kingdom, the 

one who would defeat the enemies of God and humanity and establish 

the kingdom that would overthrow all other kingdoms and be the 

perfect kingdom of God forever. Jesus was and is that King. Mary was 

his mother. 

A teenage girl – a virgin – engaged to a man named Joseph whom, we 

are told, was “of the house of David.” He was a descendant of David – 

who had been the greatest king of Israel. Mary was visited by an angel 

named Gabriel – a messenger from God. Mary is a nobody in the world, 

but she was significant to the God of the universe. The angel says 

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” And later, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.” We are told that Mary 

“was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 

greeting this might be.”  Mary was a nobody. She was an obscure 

peasant girl. The angel’s address did not fit with what she knew herself 

to be. It troubled her. She was troubled because it made no sense to her 

that she was being addressed as one somehow specially favored of God. 

But, Mary was highly favored by God. She was highly favored not 

because she was somehow worthy of the honor that was about to be 

bestowed upon her, but because God had chosen her to play one of the 

most important and significant roles in the history of the world. She was 

going to be the mother of the One who had been sent into the world to 

undo the curse of sin and be the key figure in the renewal of the whole 

creation.  

God is a God who delights to accomplish great things through obscure 

and ordinary people. He does this to make his own role clear. One of the 

classic expressions of this principle is found in 1 Corinthians 1:26-29. 

Paul is writing to the church at Corinth. And reminds them that not 



many of them were wise or powerful or of noble birth. By worldly 

standards they were foolish and weak and low and despised. The reason 

for this, says Paul, is “so that no human being might boast in the 

presence of God.” This is God’s way. And the choice of Mary to be the 

mother of Jesus is an example of God’s way of choosing the weak and 

the lowly to accomplish his purposes for renewing his creation. God 

wants us to know that it is really all about him. God chose Mary because 

nobody would expect him to bring about such a significant event as the 

birth of the Saviour of the world through a nobody in terms of the 

honor and recognition of this world. 

It is interesting to compare the non-divine actors in this story with the 

divine actor. There is Gabriel who is an angel who is sent from God. 

There is Joseph. He is mentioned because he is of the house of David. 

That is pretty much his significance in the story of the birth of Jesus. And 

then there is Mary who receives the message and whose significance 

lies in the fact that she is a virgin who will soon be married to a man of 

the house of David. The human actors in this story are passive as far as 

being movers of the story is concerned. They are acted upon. Gabriel is 

sent. Joseph is chosen because of his ancestors. Mary is going to be 

acted upon by the Holy Spirit.  

It is God who is behind the scenes making things happen. God is the 

active one in the story. He is the driver of the events that are happening 

and are going to happen. God is beginning to act to fulfill the promises 

that he had been making to his people for centuries. What we see here 

is God on the move, as it were, and the non-divine actors in the story 

are being acted upon by God who is the one who is calling the shots and 

making things happen. 

So, the angel gives Mary the message that God had given him to convey. 

She was going to conceive and bear a son whom she was to call Jesus. 

And then we are given a description of this son and his role in the 

purposes of God. Luke 1:32–33, "32He will be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of 

his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.”"  



Notice first the profusion of titles and descriptive phrases that are 

attached to the son who is to be born of Mary compared to the others. 

Gabriel is an angel sent from God. Joseph is of the house of David. Mary 

is a virgin. But the one who will be her son is given 6 titles or descriptive 

phrases. He is by far the most significant person in the story. It is about 

him. There is an incredible contrast between the obscurity of Joseph 

and Mary and the tremendous significance of the son who was to be 

born of Mary. 

“He will be great.” How great is yet to be seen. The OT has given us 

some indications. The NT will be focused on telling us how great this 

Jesus is and will be. The rest of these verses give us some beginning 

insights. “He … will be called the Son of the Most High” (Luke 1:32). Now 

in the OT the people of Israel were called God’s son and the kings in the 

line of David were called God’s sons. Jesus will be the true Israel in the 

sense that he will become the embodiment of all that Israel should have 

been and he will represent them. But more significant here is Jesus’ 

connection to King David of the OT. The background to much of what 

the angel tells us about Jesus and his mission is found in a key promise 

that God made to King David many years before. 

This promise is found in 2 Samuel 7. I will quote some of the key parts. 

God says to David, “I will raise up your offspring after you … and I will 

establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name and I will 

establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, 

and he shall be to me a son…. And your house and your kingdom shall 

be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established 

forever.” 

The angel is saying that Jesus will be the fulfillment of this promise that 

God had made to David. “And the Lord God will give to him the throne 

of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

OT Israel was God’s kingdom on earth during that time period. It was 

part of God’s plan to eventually have a kingdom over all the earth. He 

began with a family and then a nation. God’s plan is to overcome all 

rebellion to his authority. In the end every person who has ever lived 

will acknowledge God’s rule. Many people will acknowledge God’s rule 



through the saving work of Jesus in their lives. But those who refuse 

Jesus will be forced to acknowledge God’s rule because Jesus will force 

them to as defeated enemies of God.  

There are always the two sides in the Bible. Some, by grace, submit to 

God’s rule and become citizens in God’s kingdom. Others, because of 

their stubborn hearts, refuse to submit to God’s rule and they will be 

banished from the presence of God forever and experience the wrath of 

God forever. 

This is why Jesus was born. This is the mission that God sent Jesus to 

accomplish. On the basis of promises like the one that God had made to 

David, the godly in Israel were waiting for the Son of David through 

whom God was going to establish his kingdom on earth. The angel is 

telling Mary that the son that would be born of her was going to be that 

King. "32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 

the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 

be no end." 

This is why Jesus was born. This is the meaning of the birth of Christ. It is 

all about God’s mission which is to re-establish his rule on the earth. 

And that mission of re-establishing God’s mission has two parts: the 

salvation of some and the destruction of the rest. God is going to 

overcome all resistance to his authority. Either he will change people’s 

hearts so that they willingly and joyfully submit to his authority, or he 

will banish them from the earth into everlasting punishment. This is 

how the apostle Paul puts it in "9Or do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 

who practice homosexuality, 10nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 

drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God."  

This must be emphasized. The words of the angel to Mary about the 

significance of her son tell us that his role would be to bring the 

kingdom of God. Bringing the kingdom of God means bringing all things 

under the reign and authority of God. That will mean both changing 

people from rebels to joyfully submissive citizens or it will mean 



crushing any remaining rebellion by force. In the end there will only be 

one kingdom – the kingdom of God.  

Now even though this has its dark side – which must be proclaimed to 

be faithful to the Bible – it is still good-news. It is good news because 

God wins and not the devil. It is good news because good wins and not 

evil. It is good news because it has to do with the defeat of sin and sin is 

the cause of all that is wrong in the world and in our lives. That means 

that disobedience to God is the cause of all that is wrong in the world 

and in our lives. And by contrast it is through obedience to God the 

world and human beings flourish. This fundamental truth underlies the 

whole message of the Bible. Sin leads to death. Obedience is life – true 

life as it was designed to be lived. 

The OT gives us many pictures of what this will look like. It describes in 

symbolic imagery what conditions will be like in kingdom of God when 

Jesus has competed his mission. Isaiah 32:15-18, “[T]he wilderness 

becomes a fruitful field, and the fruitful field is deemed a forest. 16Then 

justice will dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness abide in the 

fruitful field. 17And the effect of righteousness will be peace, and the 

result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. 18My people will 

abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting 

places."  

The prophet is describing what happens when everything is as it ought 

to be. When God is honored as he should be and when people are 

treated as they should be you have peace and comprehensive well-

being. This even has an affect on nature. When God is honored as he 

should be and when people treat each other as they should the curse is 

lifted from nature so that it is far more fruitful and abundant than it is 

today. “The wilderness becomes a fruitful field.” And “the fruitful field is 

deemed a forest.” Nature has been affected by the curse of sin. When 

the curse is finally removed, nature will produce in ways that are not 

even imaginable in this life. Paul in Romans 8 says that “the creation 

itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption….” We cannot 

imagine what that will be like. But this is what will happen when God is 

honored as king by all the world and all evil is removed from God’s 

world.  



This is all part of the picture of the kingdom of God that the angel is 

speaking about when he tells Mary that she is going to be the mother of 

the king who will reign over the house of Jacob (that is the people of 

God) forever. This is the hope associated with the birth of Christ. This is 

why Jesus was born. He came to establish God’s kingdom. That means 

that he came to conquer sin because sin is opposition to God.  

Now this hints at the fact that this Jesus is going to be more than a 

human being. If you think of the biblical vision of the kingdom of God, it 

becomes clear that the one who will bring that kingdom will have to be 

more than a human being. And we see hints of that in this story. For one 

he is going to be the permanent king over God’s kingdom. David and all 

the other kings of Israel were only kings for a short period. Their reigns 

ended when they died. But this king is going to reign over God’s 

kingdom forever. “[O]f his kingdom there will be no end.”  This king is 

going to be the permanent king over God’s kingdom. 

And what the angel goes on to say to Mary also hints that this son of 

Mary was going to be more than a human being. His words make it clear 

that he was not going to be conceived in the normal human way. Mary 

is a virgin. Her son is going to be conceived without the input from a 

human father. Joseph will adopt him, but he will not be Joseph’s 

biological child. The angel says, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 

be born will be called holy – the Son of God.” 

The one who is going to reign over the kingdom of God forever, is not 

going to be a regular human being. He will be the son of Mary, (so he 

will be human), but he will also be the Son of God. His conception will 

be the result of the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit. And because of 

that the child will be holy. This child is going to be the Son of God in a 

way that no one else has been a son of God. David was the greatest king 

in the OT, but he was a normal human being. He had a human father. 

He was a sinner. And he died. Jesus would be different in all of these 

ways. He would have no human father. He would not be a sinner. And 

he would die, but he would rise again and live forevermore. And he 

would reign over the house of Jacob forever. 



Jesus would be special. He would be unique. Later on, as the story of 

Jesus and his significance unfolds, we will learn that is fully God and fully 

man. He would teach us that he is the eternal Son of God. He would 

teach us that he had come down from heaven. He would teach us that 

he and his Father are one. And yet he was also a man. He was the son of 

Mary. As a human being he had his limitations. He was sometimes tired 

and needed to eat and rest. And he would die.  

Jesus was utterly unique. And we see it already in his conception. No 

human father involved. The Holy Spirit overshadows Mary and this 

unique person is conceived, fully God and fully man. This was necessary 

for the task that was his mission. What Jesus was sent to do was as 

great as and perhaps even greater than the original creation itself. He 

was sent to establish the kingdom of God. He was sent to defeat the 

power of sin and conquer death so that there would be a world-wide 

kingdom of people loyal to God. He came as God over his people, but he 

was also a human being who would conquer sin by living a perfect life 

and then by dying to pay the penalty of sin for his people.  

What we see in the words of the angel describing how Jesus would be 

conceived is how Jesus was formed to be perfectly equipped for the 

mission upon which his Father had sent him.  

It’s quite a claim, isn’t it? Around us we see the world as it has been 

almost from the beginning. We see a broken world. We see a world 

groaning under the weight of its own rebellion against God. We have 

never seen anything different. And here in this old book called the Bible, 

we have the message that God is at work to make everything as it ought 

to be – to overcome all opposition to his reign and to establish his 

kingdom over all the earth. In this text we learn that he is going to do it 

through a baby conceived in a miraculous way in the womb of an 

obscure peasant teenager. The result will be a person who is the Son of 

God in a unique way, who is holy in a unique way and who will rule over 

God’s kingdom forever. That is quite a claim. The only evidence that we 

have is this ancient book. 

But Mary shows us the way to respond. She has been told some rather 

incredible news. But look at her response. “Verse 38, “Behold, I am the 

servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”  She 



believed the message from God. And she submitted to the Lord’s calling 

on her life. And she became the mother of the Saviour of the world. 

And you see this story requires the same response from us. We can 

participate in God’s mission through Jesus Christ to make all things as 

they ought to be. We can be part of the kingdom that Jesus came to 

establish. We can be recipients of the blessings of that kingdom. The 

way is through the same attitude that Mary shows in this text. She 

believed the incredible words from the Lord and she consciously 

submitted herself to his rule over her. She showed herself to be one 

who received the reign of God in her life. 

And that is the way for us as well. We have this story of this very old 

book. It claims to be true. It claims to be the Word of God addressed to 

each one of us. And the way to be part of the kingdom that will never 

end is to believe the Word of the Lord and to submit to the gracious rule 

of the King.  

 


