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Last week you had a little break from me and next week you will have 

another little break from me and this morning we are going to take a 

little break from the book of Ecclesiastes and focus our attention on an 

aspect of the significance of infant baptism. An important part of the 

biblical teaching on infant baptism is that the parents of covenant 

children are solemnly obligated to bring up their children in the fear of 

the Lord. So that is what we are going to think about this morning by 

considering this text in Genesis 18 where God tells Abraham of the 

tremendously significant role that parenting is going to have in the 

fulfillment of the promises that he had made to him. So, what we will be 

thinking about is the relationship between the family and the fulfillment 

of God’s purposes for the world.  

Now the context here is very interesting and significant. There is a 

contrast in Genesis 18-19 between the seed of the woman and the seed 

of the serpent. Let me give some background. By those terms I am 

referring to what is sometimes called the mother promise that God 

made to humanity shortly after the fall of Adam and Eve into sin at the 

instigation of the serpent who is the devil. The devil had tempted Eve to 

eat of the forbidden fruit. She tempted Adam and they both ate. That 

was one of the major turning points in the history of the world. It was 

the first sin. Before Adam and Eve ate that fruit, they had never sinned, 

and there was no result of sin in the world. By means of that sin, Adam 

and Eve had become rebels against God and the world was now a fallen 

world under God’s curse.  

After the fall, God confronts Adam and Eve and the serpent, and he 

speaks to them of the consequences of their sin. One of the 



consequences for the serpent is that the seed of the woman is going to 

bruise his head. Ultimately that means that the seed of the woman is 

going to destroy the devil.  The meaning of this is that God is going to 

bring at least some of the human race back on his side against the 

devil’s side and eventually Eve’s offspring will defeat the serpent and his 

offspring. This is fulfilled in Jesus Christ and his victory over Satan. It is 

this struggle that is the meaning of history. Out of that struggle comes 

both salvation for those whom God’s rescues from Satan’s followers and 

the defeat and destruction of those who refuse to repent and turn to 

the Lord and be saved. 

We see a contrast between the people of God and the followers of 

Satan in Genesis 18 and 19. On the one hand, God has appeared to 

Abraham and Sarah to reiterate the promise that he was going to give 

them a son together. That son was part of the promise that would 

eventually be fulfilled in Jesus Christ and the salvation of God’s people 

and the defeat of the enemies of God. So, this passage speaks about this 

promise. But it also speaks about the other side of God’s purpose to rid 

the world of sin – the judgment of God on Sodom and Gomorrah. God 

had come not only to confirm the promise that he had made to 

Abraham, but also to destroy the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

These are the two sides of the storyline of the Bible: the salvation of 

those whom God calls to himself and the destruction of those who resist 

God and follow the serpent. 

Now it is significant that the contrast in this passage has to do with the 

right and the wrong use of sex. The promise that God makes to 

Abraham is fulfilled through the proper use of sex within marriage. The 

promise is that he and Sarah his wife, will have a son. That promised son 

will not come through a concubine, but through the sexual union of 

Abraham and his wife, Sarah. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 

has to do with sexual perversion. The story that illustrates the 

wickedness of these two cities, which is told in the next chapter, is 

about sexual sin.  The men of the city of Sodom surround Lot’s home 

and demand that he surrender his male visitors so that they might rape 

them. This is a place characterized by sexual perversion. You can read of 

that in chapter 19. 



Now the contrast between these two themes in this story is important 

and suggestive. One the one hand, the promise has to do with Abraham 

and his wife being fruitful. On the other hand, you have sexual 

perversion which is not intended to be fruitful. One the one hand, you 

have you have a promise that Abraham and Sarah, man and wife, will 

have a son out of whose posterity eventually will come the Saviour of 

the world. On the other hand, you have sex outside of marriage and sex 

outside of marriage is always destructive of marriage and family. 

Unlawful sex of every kind is destructive of marriage and family. Sex 

within marriage strengthens the marriage and, unless God in his wisdom 

withholds children from a married couple, it will produce children. Sex 

within marriage has more purposes than producing children, but one of 

its key purposes is the bringing of children into the world to be raised 

and nurtured and shaped by loving parents. 

So, it is very significant here that on the side of the people through 

whom God is going to bring salvation to the world you have a married 

couple and the promise of a son who will be the bearer of the promise 

of God and the seed of the woman and the line from which the Christ 

will be born. On the side of the wicked, you have sexual perversion 

which is the destroyer of marriage and the family. 

This exactly what we see in our day. On the one hand, you have the 

people of God who seek to seek to live faithfully within marriage (if God 

grants the blessing of marriage) and who seek to produce and raise 

children to serve God in their generation and to pass on the truth of 

God to their children. On the other hand, you have the sexual revolution 

which has been so destructive of marriage and family and, resulting 

from that, destructive of society and culture as a whole. What we see in 

the contrast in this passage in Genesis is how in God’s purposes of 

salvation, marriage and children play a prominent role and on the side 

of the seed of the serpent, sex outside of marriage with its destructive 

consequences for the family plays a prominent role. 

Now these two perspectives are rooted in two different understandings 

of the very nature of the human race. The side of sin emphasizes the 

desires of the individual. Sin is about selfishness and leads to 

separation. What we are seeing in our day are the advanced results of 



individualism. Humanity is viewed as a collection of individuals all of 

whom are pursuing their own desires. The primary unit is the self. And 

the further the implications of this are worked out, the more superficial 

and undemanding the connections with other people become. That is 

why the family breaks down. The more life is all about the individual 

and his desires, the harder it is for people to live together in families 

because living together in families requires sacrifice and putting others 

before ourselves. 

It is hugely significant that according to God’s design, humanity is a 

collective. In a very profound essay that has stimulated my thinking on 

this text, Alastair Adversaria writes the following: (He uses the term 

“anthropology” which simply has to do with one’s understanding of the 

nature of humans – people – the human race.) “While liberal 

anthropology starts with detached individuals and their tendencies as 

autonomous [free] agents, biblical anthropology starts with people in 

relations … biblical anthropology’s account of humanity is one in which 

we are deeply connected by bonds that run deeper than choice.” 

It is these two ways of thinking about humans that underlies the 

contrast in the passage that we are thinking about. God’s purpose of 

salvation for the world involves bringing people to live as he designed 

them to live and that means “deeply connected by bonds that run 

deeper than choice.” At this point in the fulfillment of God’s promise, 

the focus is on the family. That focus will never go away in the Bible this 

side of eternity. But to it will be added the nation of Israel and the 

church as the story of the Bible proceeds. And even more profoundly we 

are all considered “in Adam” and if we are believers we are “in Christ.”  

In the Bible, individuals are viewed in their relationships with other.  But 

on the side of Sodom and Gomorrah, it is about fulfilling selfish passions 

– so individualism – which leads to sexual perversion which leads to the 

destruction of the family – which leads to the judgment of God. 

Now the text that we are going to focus on more directly is about the 

role that God has for his people in the fulfillment of the promises that 

he had made to them. Verses 17-18 bring the promises into view: 

“The LORD said, ‘Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 

seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and 



all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?” The fulfillment of 

these promises will eventually lead to Jesus Christ and the salvation of 

the world. The promise that Abraham shall become a great and mighty 

nation, is first fulfilled in the nation of Israel, but it is finally fulfilled in all 

who become the children of Abraham through faith in Jesus Christ. 

When God’s promises are fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the people of God 

become a multitude that no-one can count. And the promise that all the 

nations of the earth shall be blessed in Abraham is fulfilled when the 

good news of Jesus Christ and what he has done is brought to all the 

nations of the world and people from all the nations come to Jesus and 

receive the blessings of salvation.  

So, in this passage, God reaffirms the promises that he has made to 

Abraham. “Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and 

all the nations of the world shall be blessed in him.”  

But notice what God says about the role that Abraham is going to play 

in the fulfillment of this promise. Verse 19, “For I have chosen him that 

he may command his children and his household after him to keep the 

way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD 

may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” Do you see what is 

going on here? A necessary factor in God fulfilling his promises is going 

to be Abraham commanding “his children and his household after him 

to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteous righteousness and 

justice.”  

The plan of God for the removal of the curse of sin and the renewal of 

the creation, is God’s plan and he will fulfill it. But God’s plan involves 

the parenting of Abraham. God’s plan will unfold over many 

generations. It involves Jesus being born as one of the offspring of 

Abraham and that is going to require that the offspring of Abraham 

remain faithful to the Lord for many generations. The promises that God 

had made to Abraham must make their way through many generations. 

God is going to make sure that that happens, but he is going to do it 

through each generation being nurtured to keep the way of the LORD 

by their parents. 

So, parenting is hugely significant in the fulfillment of the promises of 

God for the salvation of the world. The plan of God is a historical plan. It 



is a plan that unfolds in history and it requires is that there be people in 

every generation who are loyal to God and who raise their children to 

be loyal to God in their generation. There are a few verses in Psalm 78 

that make this same point. Psalm 78:5–7, "5He established a testimony 

in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers 

to teach to their children, 6that the next generation might know them, 

the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, 7so 

that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God, 

but keep his commandments;"  

 This principle continues to be important in the period between the 

coming of Jesus Christ into the world and the return of Jesus Christ at 

the end of the age, the period in which we are living. This period is 

different in that after Jesus had completed his mission on earth a new 

era of the history of salvation dawned in which people from every 

nation were invited to believe in Jesus and become members of a 

transnational people of God. But the people of God must still make their 

way through the generations. Part of the promise of God is that the 

people of God will one day fill the earth. That means that they must 

survive through time and eventually become so numerous that they fill 

the earth. The plan of God requires the people of God moving through 

time from one generation to the next. 

This is the meaning of the great commission. Shortly before he 

ascended into heaven Jesus told his disciples “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you.” That happens as people are added to the church 

from the world through witness and evangelism and missions. But it 

also happens as the children of believers are baptized and discipled and 

taught to observe all that Jesus has commanded us. 

This discipling is commanded to fathers in Ephesians 6:4. Fathers are 

told to bring up their children, “in the discipline and instruction of the 

Lord.” The assumption here is that the message of the gospel will move 

through time as parents train their children to follow the Lord and that 

the children in their turn will train their children to follow the Lord. 



Fathers are addressed as the head of the family, but of course mothers 

play a huge role in this and other passages make that clear. 

Now this principle is sometimes called the genealogical principle. We 

are not born as isolated individuals. I recently came across a quote that 

makes this point in an interesting way. I have been studying some 

church history and one of the guys that I did a little work on is a 19th 

century Danish Christian philosopher and theologian named Soren 

Kierkegaard. This guy was not orthodox by any stretch, but he was very 

influential in the history of western thought and so it is useful to know a 

little bit about him. Anyway, I read through some quotes gleaned from 

his writings and here is one of them. “How did I get into the world? Why 

was I not asked about it…? Why should I be involved? Isn’t it a matter of 

choice?” Kierkegaard has a lot to say about the importance of choices 

for human existence here he complains about the fact that he had no 

choice about whether or not he would be born.  

By these questions he is making the point that we have nothing to say 

about whether or not we will be born, and we have nothing to say 

about the situation into which we are born. But that situation has a lot 

to say about what our lives will be like. And behind this is the idea that 

we are born deeply imbedded into a family and a nation and all of that 

plays a huge role in what our lives will be like. 

And the biblical teaching is that that is how God designed the human 

race. We are very much shaped by the situation into which we are born 

and a huge part of that has to do with the shaping influence of our 

parents. The way that God has created us means that we will be very 

much influenced by our parents and other aspects of our social 

situation. And his plan for his people is that children will be shaped and 

nurtured to be believers by their parents. That does not mean that 

parents save their children, but it does mean that God works in 

harmony with the way that he created us. It means that it is God’s 

intention that many of his chosen people will be brought to faith 

through the shaping influence of their parents. 

This true is celebrated in a wonderful way in the Psalms. In Psalm 22:9-

10 David says, "9Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made 

me trust you at my mother’s breasts. 10On you was I cast from my birth, 



and from my mother’s womb you have been my God." Psalm 71:5–6, 

"5For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 6Upon 

you I have leaned from before my birth; you are he who took me from 

my mother’s womb. My praise is continually of you."  

This is how it is supposed to work. This is the way that God designed us 

as human beings. And the normal way of salvation for the children of 

believing parents is that they be nurtured into a trust in the Lord and a 

life of obedience. That does not mean that salvation is automatic for the 

children of believers. Salvation is never automatic in the Bible. God 

requires each one of his people to believe and to repent. And we see 

many people in the OT story who were born as members of the 

covenant people of God who did not believe and obey. An important 

part of parenting is calling our children to faith and obedience. We see 

that in our text where God says that he has chosen Abraham “that he 

may command his children and his household after him to keep the way 

of the Lord.”  

But the expectation is that in most cases they will keep the way of the 

Lord. And this is in keeping with the way that God has designed us as 

human beings. In the salvation of covenant children, God works in 

harmony with his own design that children are shaped and molded by 

their parents. God saves his people. But in the case of covenant 

children, he most often does so using his own command to parents to 

raise their children in the way of the Lord. 

Children are to be trained to do righteousness and justice according to 

our text. That is what it means to keep the way of the Lord. It is 

interesting that God puts it that way. Righteousness and justice 

together have a very practical feel about them. They both involve doing 

out duty towards God, but they certainly involve doing our duty to one 

another. It is significant that the world towards which God is working is 

a world in which righteousness and justice dwell. The king in Israel was 

to execute righteousness and justice. Psalm 89:14 says that 

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of [God’s] throne.” And 

in Isaiah 9:7 we are told that the kingdom of the Messiah will be a 

kingdom of righteousness and justice. 



All this suggests that parents are to train their children to love God and 

worship him, but also to show that love in their lives by caring about 

righteousness and justice in the world and by living lives in harmony 

with that. One of the things that the prophets often condemned Israel 

for was that there was so much injustice and oppression in their society. 

The fact that God in our text is telling us to command our children “to 

keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice” suggests 

that while he is expecting heart religion of worship and devotion, he is 

also expecting love for other people in the form of caring for the poor 

and the oppressed and caring about these issues in the world around 

us. 

So, parenting plays a very significant role in God’s plan for the 

fulfillment of his promises. This is a high calling. Like Abraham, parents 

have been chosen to command their children to keep the way of the 

Lord so that the LORD may bring about what he has promised. How is 

that for meaning and purpose and significance! God’s promises have to 

do with the salvation of the world and the renewal of all things and 

parenting is an important part of the way that those promises are 

fulfilled because the fulfillment of those promises involves a people who 

are delivered from their sins and who live fruitful and satisfying lives for 

God’s glory.  

But the big picture also involves all the little pictures that make it up. 

The Bible is a lot about the big picture of God’s plan for the renewal of 

his creation. That is a grand and inspiring story and being part of that 

story is exhilarating and exciting. But that story does not ignore the 

individuals that make it up. In involves individual families and individual 

people. It involves the salvation of individual children and it involves 

parents who are weak and sinful, repenting and pressing on because 

they have been brought into God’s kingdom through faith in Jesus Christ 

by which they are forgiven and renewed and restored and embraced. 

Parenting is hard. Life is busy, and we get tired. We often don’t feel like 

doing the things that we should do. The perspective that we have 

looked at this morning highlights the great importance of teaching our 

children and praying with and for our children and modeling godliness 

for our children and being involved and engaged in their lives. That 



vision should spur us on. But we must remember that all of this happens 

in the context of God’s grace in Jesus Christ. We fall short. We are 

sinfully negligent. We are way too concerned about things that are way 

less important. So, we feel guilty. But we belong to Jesus Christ if we are 

trusting in him. And in him we are forgiven and made righteous. That 

ought not to make us complacent. That is bad if it makes us complacent. 

But it takes the weight of guilt off our shoulders and it gives us joy in our 

hearts that energizes us to fight against the laziness and the inordinate 

focus on things of lesser important so that we can give ourselves to this 

great task and privilege with renewed hope and zeal.  

And children, you are called to cooperate with the nurture and 

instruction that comes from your parents and to respond to it. God has 

caused you to be raised by your parents so that they might command 

you to keep the way of the LORD. God’s will for you involves your 

salvation and your spiritual growth and the primary means that he has 

given for that is your parents. You are to cooperate with that process. 

God has given you these parents for your total wellbeing in this life and 

in the life to come. This is God’s blessing for you. It is also God’s calling 

upon you. The world calls you to find yourself and to follow your heart. 

God calls you to conform yourself to his will for your live. True freedom 

is found in submission to God and to those whom he has placed in 

authority over you. 

The world says that to find freedom you must define yourself and follow 

your heart and fulfill your desires. God says that that is the way of 

death. Instead he calls you to the way of life which involves submitting 

to the calling that he has placed upon you. The way of life is the way of 

conforming your will to the will of God for you and one part of that is 

that you enthusiastically submit to the nurture of your parents. Strange 

as that may sound in the light of the spirit of our age, submission is the 

way of true freedom and the way of life and the way of blessing and the 

way of being part of the work of God which is moving toward the 

ultimate of blessing in the new creation. 


