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This morning as part of our Easter worship and celebration we 

considered the wonderful words found in this paragraph that Jesus, 

“abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel.”  We considered these words in the light of the larger biblical 

context and explored some of the implications of the fact that Jesus 

“abolished death and brought life and immortality to light….”  

This evening we are going to consider the more immediate context of 

these words. We are going to look at the rest of the paragraph and what 

Paul connects to this glorious truth that we celebrate on Easter that 

Jesus by his death and resurrection conquered death. It is appropriate 

that we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. It is appropriate that we 

rejoice in the fact that Jesus has won the victory over sin and death. But 

as we do that we must remember that we are still in this world and we 

have not yet experienced the fullness of Jesus’ victory. Paul, in this 

paragraph, helps us to do that by relating Jesus’s victory over death to 

other aspects of the gospel and the Christian life. While Jesus has risen 

from the dead and ascended into glory, we are still in this world. We 

have received eternal life, but we have not yet received the fullness of 

that eternal life – we have not yet received our resurrection bodies and 

all that goes with them. And these verses give us some insights into the 

relationship between our hope for the future and the realities of living 

the Christian life in the here and now. 

First of all Paul connects Jesus’ victory over death with other aspects of 

the gospel. Verses 9 and 10 give a wonderful summary of the gospel of 

which Jesus’ victory over death is the climax. Paul says that God “saved 



us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because 

of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before 

the ages began, and which now has been manifested through the 

appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought 

life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 

God has saved us. One of the ways that the Bible speaks of the good 

news that is rooted in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus is by the 

term “salvation.”  Those who believe in Jesus are saved. Earlier Paul had 

mentioned Timothy’s faith. Timothy was a believer in Jesus Christ. He 

had been led to believe by the witness and example of his mother and 

grandmother. In verse 5 Paul says to Timothy, “I am reminded of your 

sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your 

mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.”  What a 

beautiful verse that is! Three generations of believers are mentioned. 

This is one of the key ways that God brings his people to salvation – by 

working through the generations, by using the instruction and example 

of parents for the salvation of their children. Many of us are the 

recipients of salvation through that means. 

Salvation. It’s a word that we hear and use very often, but it is difficult 

for us to sense and feel the wonder of what it means, partly because it 

is so familiar. The gospel is about salvation. It is about being saved from 

the most horrible predicament that we can imagine. Some of us have 

been saved from cancer through God’s provision of medical knowledge 

and technology. We had cancer which, if allowed just to do its thing, 

would have killed us. That is a kind of salvation. I would be long dead, 

were it not for the surgeries I have had to remove cancer from my body. 

But the salvation that Paul is talking about here is much more significant 

than the salvation of a temporary extension of our life here on earth.  

This is salvation from being under the wrath of God. We human beings 

are in a most horrible predicament because of our sinful rebellion 

against God. Think of what Jesus said in Matthew 10:28 when he said, 

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather 

fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

Salvation is deliverance from the worse possible predicament that it is 

possible to imagine. Spiritual death in this life. Separation from the 



source of life and wellness in this life already. And then eternal 

separation from God – eternal suffering – a fate so horrible that it is 

painful to even think about. The horror of it makes you shutter if you 

glimpse even a little bit of what it means. Hebrews 10:27 speaks of “a 

fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the 

adversaries.” And then in verse 31 of the same chapter, “It is a fearful 

thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

That is the background to the gospel. This is what we are saved from 

when we are saved. This whole subject is so important that it is the 

issue of life. Jesus said, “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole 

world and forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36) 

When we are saved we are also called to a holy calling. Notice in this 

language that salvation is something that happens to us. It is true that 

we are active in the process of being saved. We believe. We repent. We 

turn to God. But at a deeper level we are passive. Behind all our activity 

is God’s prior activity. We are saved. We are called. The calling that is 

referred to here is what is known as effectual calling. It is the powerful 

call of God that gives life to the dead. The clearest biblical picture of it is 

Jesus calling Lazarus out of the grave. There is a promiscuous calling 

that Jesus refers to when he says that many are called – few are chosen. 

But there is also the targeted life-giving call which Peter refers to when 

in 1 Peter 2:9 he says that we have been “called out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.” According to Paul in Romans 8:30 those who are so 

called have been predestined and justified and glorified. When we are 

called in this way we are called by the same powerful word of God that 

created the world. It is a call that brings the dead to life. 

God called us to a holy calling. When we are saved we are saved from 

the wrath to come. We are rescued. We rejoice in our deliverance from 

shame and everlasting contempt. But we are not saved to sit and bask 

in our salvation. We are not saved to sit and wait for our final 

deliverance. We are saved to a holy calling. We are set apart to serve 

God. We have a task. We are given an assignment. We are saved to 

serve the Lord. We are created to work to the glory of God, and we are 

saved to work to the glory of God. The life of God is a purposeful life. 

True life is not simply existing. True life is being productive for the glory 



of God. This is what makes life worth living – to serve, to be productive, 

and to use our energy and our gifts to the glory of God. So God has 

saved us and called us to a holy calling. In Ephesians 2:10 Paul writes 

that “we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand that we would walk in them.” 

We are not saved because of our works. This is a key biblical emphasis 

in connection with the good news of salvation. The fact of the matter is 

that our debt is so great and our sinfulness is so deep and all-

encompassing that there is no way that we could even begin to earn our 

salvation by our works. God requires perfection. God requires that 

punishment be received for the sins we have already committed. All 

that we do, even in our best moments, is mixed with sin. There is no 

way that we can contribute even a little bit to our acceptance with God. 

And the glory of the gospel is that God has provided a way of salvation 

in Jesus to which we contribute nothing. Jesus has done all that needs 

to be done. Jesus kept the law on our behalf. Jesus suffered the 

punishment of sin on our behalf. What is offered to us in the gospel is 

the complete package. The good news is not about earning the favor of 

God. It is about receiving as a gift what Jesus has accomplished for us. 

The moment we receive Jesus we are embraced by God as forgiven and 

more than that - as if we had obeyed every second of our lives. God says 

that he is well pleased with Jesus and those wonderful words apply to 

us because we are in Jesus. We are one with him. His righteousness 

becomes our righteousness. And our works to not play a role in this. As 

Paul puts it in Romans 3:28, “For we hold that one is justified by faith 

apart from the works of the law.”  

So we are saved “to a holy calling” [but] not because of works….” Paul in 

our text goes on to speak of the ultimate reason that we are saved, “not 

because of our works, but because of his own purpose and grace, which 

he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began….”  So we are not 

saved because God looks over the people of the human race and choses 

to save those who earn his approval by the way they live their lives. If 

that were the case no one would be saved. But we are saved because of 

God’s “own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before 

the ages began.”  Before the creation of the world God had a purpose. 



He had a plan and that plan included showing grace to certain people in 

Christ Jesus.  

The biblical account of the good news begins before the creation of the 

world. Before anything but God even existed, God had a plan for the 

world and all its history and that plan included showing grace to some 

from among the total. And Paul here personalizes this. Grace was given 

to us “in Christ Jesus before the ages began.” 

Many people have problems with this doctrine, and we must admit that 

it raises questions that we cannot answer. But Paul does not treat it as a 

problematic aspect of the good news but rather as a reason for 

celebration. After all everyone who hears about it can be saved if they 

will turn to Jesus. The gospel goes out into all the world with the 

summons to repent and believe in Jesus. No one who hears the gospel 

needs to be unsaved. And all who believe come to know that the 

ultimate reason for their salvation is not because they were somehow 

worthy, but because God had chosen to show his grace to them “in 

Christ Jesus before the ages began.”  

The good news of the gospel is not without questions that are not 

answered. But for those who receive it, answers to all our questions are 

not necessary. We know what we need to know. And the most 

important thing that we know is that our salvation is all of grace. We did 

not contribute on thing. God chose us before we even existed in time. 

All we did was give reasons for God to condemn us. And God sent Jesus 

to die for us, while were yet sinners. And while we are busy defying God 

by refusing to submit to him, God miraculously changed our hearts and 

granted us repentance and granted us faith and united us to Jesus by 

the Holy Spirit.  

We don’t have answers to all our questions about the mysteries of 

God’s plan, but if we are trusting in Jesus we know that we have been 

saved even as we were living in rebellion against God and thus the 

reason we are forgiven and made right with God and are learning to live 

for God and living in the hope of eternal life is God’s grace and only 

God’s grace and all we have done is resist it until God powerfully 

opened our eyes and softened our hearts and granted life to our dead 

souls so that now one of our favorite themes is to celebrate the fact 



that our salvation is from God, through God and to God – to him be all 

the glory. 

What a wonderful message is this good news! No wonder Paul has the 

habit in his writings of bursting into these effusive summaries of the 

gospel. It seems that whenever he thinks of the good news he can’t 

contain himself – he must rehearse and celebrate the wonderful 

message of salvation in Jesus. In the beginning of verse 10 he tells us 

that this glorious gospel “has been manifested through the appearing of 

our Saviour Christ Jesus.”   

As we have seen it was God plan from before the ages began. That plan 

was progressively revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures. But one of 

the themes of Paul’s teaching is that the fullness of that plan “has been 

manifested through the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus.”  Think of 

the message of the angel at the birth of Jesus. Luke 2:10, “Fear not, for 

behold I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour who is Christ 

the Lord.”  Think of how John the Baptist introduced Jesus in John 1:29, 

“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” Think 

of the message of Jesus himself as it is communicated to us in the four 

gospels. Think, for instance, of Jesus quoting of this passage from Isaiah 

with reference to himself in Luke 4:18-19, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 

me, because he has anointed me to proclaim the good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering 

of the sight to the blind, to set a liberty those who are oppressed, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

Think of the message of the rest of the New Testament in which the 

apostles expound and unfold the glorious gospel of salvation in Jesus 

Christ as Paul does in the passage that we are looking at right now. God 

has “saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works, 

but because of his own purpose and grace which he gave us in Christ 

Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been manifested 

through the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who abolished death 

and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel….” 

This is the message of all messages. This is the very best news that we 

can ever hear. The reality is that by nature we are all lost, worthy of 



death and heading towards eternal suffering in hell. Any way of looking 

at life that does not take account of this is denial of the truth and a 

clinging to trivialities. This message of salvation in Christ deals with all 

that is wrong about life – with all the negatives of this life. It is the 

promise of full and abundant life now and forever – life as it was meant 

to be lived beginning now and in perfection forever – a life that flows 

from the fact that Jesus won the victory over death and has risen to the 

eternal life of the resurrection which we who believe in him share. 

This is certainly a reason to celebrate and to worship God with 

thanksgiving as we review and reflect on some of the aspects of our 

salvation in Jesus Christ. But we are not yet in heaven or on the new 

earth. We still have the holy calling that Paul has mentioned. The holy 

calling is part of what it means to be saved. It is not a negative. It is a 

positive. It is a privilege. It is a blessing to be called to serve the Lord. 

But at the same time it is a responsibility and it involves struggle and 

difficulty. 

Look at the way that Paul speaks to Timothy at the beginning of this 

paragraph. Much of the paragraph is taken up with exulting in the good 

news of salvation in Jesus Christ. But that wonderful news is given as an 

encouragement to Timothy in the struggles associated with the 

fulfillment of his holy calling. 

Verse 8 says, “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our 

Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in the suffering for the gospel by 

the power of God” and then he goes on to exult in that gospel. But it is 

all connected to a call, not to be ashamed and “to share in suffering for 

the gospel by the power of God.” 

The glorious gospel that we have been thinking about is the best 

possible news, but it is not seen that way by those who do not believe 

it. It is in fact offensive to them. The good news is offensive to the world 

because it condemns the world as long as it continues in sin. It asserts 

the absolute authority of King Jesus. It calls all people to submit to 

Jesus. It claims to be the only truth and the only way of salvation. It 

condemns all other religions and worldviews as false and idolatrous. Its 

message is offensive and foolishness to those whose eyes have not 

been opened to see its glory and its beauty. 



And so those who identify with Jesus share in the contempt that the 

world has for Jesus. The principle of life for unbelievers is hatred of God 

and defiance of his authority. Those who live in darkness hate the light. 

Those who live in rebellion hate the God who calls them to submit and 

repent. And so the good news of the gospel is something that the world 

despises and rails against. And so the church of Jesus Christ which it 

commissioned to proclaim that message is the object of the hatred and 

enmity of the world. And so being hated and despised by the world 

belongs to the Christian life. 

So Paul exhorts Timothy not to be ashamed of the testimony about our 

Lord, nor of me his prisoner. The testimony about our Lord is the very 

strange message that a man who was executed for blasphemy on a 

cross has risen from the dead and is in fact the Lord of all and the only 

way of salvation. It is a message of one who was so hated because of his 

message that he was not deemed fit to live. And the primary missionary 

to the Gentiles was in prison, soon to be executed. And so Timothy is 

being exhorted to share in the suffering for the gospel by the power of 

God. 

Now Timothy was a minister, but all Christians are called not to be 

ashamed of the gospel and to share in the sufferings for the gospel by 

the power of God. We are not all called to serve in exactly the same 

way, but we are all called to serve, and we are all part of the church 

which is called to bring the gospel to the world. Remember the words of 

Jesus when he said in Luke 9:26, “For whoever is shamed of me and of 

my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his 

glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.” 

The Christian message is surprising and counter-intuitive in many ways. 

There are many things about it that are difficult to take. On the one 

hand, it is the most glorious message possible – a message of the 

forgiveness of sins, of acceptance with God, of eternal life, of the 

satisfaction of our deepest longings. But on the other hand, it is a call to 

suffering and death. Jesus himself tells us to count the cost. Jesus 

himself tells us that following involves self-denial and taking up our 

cross. We are promised many wonderful things in the gospel, but the 



one thing we are not promised is this-worldly comfort and success and 

ease and popularity. 

The gospel call is a call to store up for ourselves treasures in heaven 

rather than treasures on earth. And we are warned from the get-go that 

we will have to suffer. That suffering is a continuum. Not everyone 

suffers in the same way, but we are all called to suffer because inherent 

in the gospel call is a call to die to self. Paul says in Galatians 5:24 that 

“those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires.” Crucifying the flesh is painful. It means putting 

Christ’s will before our own will. It means that faithfulness is more 

important than comfort and pleasure. In some cases that means 

standing firm in the face of persecution. In other cases that means 

publicly identifying with a Saviour who was, himself, despised and 

rejected by men. And in all cases it means putting sin to death – dying to 

self – being willing to suffer in the way of faithfulness and obedience.  

So we sing of new life in Christ as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. 

And we must sing. How could we not sing and rejoice as we celebrate 

that unspeakable hope of sharing in the victory over death! But we 

must remember that we follow a Saviour who travelled through 

suffering and death to the resurrection. And that is the paradigm of the 

Christian life. A little later in this letter 2:11-12 Paul writes “The saying is 

trustworthy, for “If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if 

we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny 

us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful – for he cannot deny himself. 

At this point we do not experience the kind of persecution that Paul was 

experiencing and that so often been the experience of God’s people 

through the ages and still today. But we are all called to suffer in the 

Christian life because we are all called to die to self and to crucify the 

flesh in order to grow in obedience and serve to Christ. That is not the 

same as being sent to prison or experiencing some other form of 

persecution, but it is real and it is painful and there is this similarity that 

denying ourselves for Christ is necessary both to endure persecution or 

to give sacrificially of our time and money and effort for the sake of 

Christ and the gospel. They are not exactly the same thing, but they 

both come from the same place. There is a connection between the 



two. And the connection is that embracing the pain of self-denial and 

dying to self for the greater and deeper joy of living for Christ instead of 

living for self. 

Easter is about new life. But as long we are in this life, sin, whether in 

our own hearts or in the world around us is opposed to the life and the 

result of that is suffering and fighting and dying to self. But this sobering 

and realistic perspective is also part of the good news. It is so much 

better to be alive in Christ while dying to self than to cling to self and be 

dead in sin. Suffering is not incompatible with joy – indeed the deepest 

joy cannot be experienced apart from dying to self and living for Christ. 

There are joys associated with living for this world and seeking to avoid 

the pain of dying to self. But those are superficial, and they are 

temporary. So let us embrace the suffering that belongs to the Christian 

life because we follow a Saviour who “endured the cross, despising the 

shame” … “for the joy that was set before him.” (Hebrews 12:2) 

 

Table Mediation 

The apostle Paul was in prison when he wrote this second letter to 

Timothy. And he was fully expecting to be executed in the near future, 

which is what happened. It is in that context that he wrote the words of 

verse 12, “But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I 

am convinced that he is able to guard until that day what has been 

entrusted to me.”  

Now these words have been understood in a number of different ways, 

but it is almost certain that the interpretation reflected in the ESV 

translation is correct. Paul was convinced that Jesus would be able to 

guard the gospel until the day of his return. The traditional 

understanding is that Paul was convinced that Jesus would be able to 

guard his soul which Paul had entrusted to Jesus, but the grammar and 

the context point to the interpretation that Paul here is talking about 

the good deposit of the gospel. 

The whole context is about Paul exhorting Timothy to be a faithful 

preacher and teacher of the gospel. Verses 13-14 say “Follow the 



pattern of sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us 

guard the good deposit entrusted to you.”  Paul went to his death 

knowing that the message that Jesus had entrusted to him would be 

guarded by Jesus through the Holy Spirit until that day – that is the day 

of Christ’s return. 

Here we are almost two thousand years later about to celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper. Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper and our existence as 

a church which seeks to proclaim and preserve the same message that 

Paul preached and died for is testimony that Jesus has indeed guarded 

the message that he had entrusted to Paul.  

We have dwelled on Paul’s summary of that message of salvation in 

Jesus Christ – of the victory of Jesus over sin and death. This is what we 

celebrate in the Lord’s Supper. We remember Jesus death. But we do 

not remember a dead Jesus. We remember a living Jesus – a resurrected 

Jesus. WE remember that Jesus dead led to his resurrection and his 

death is our death and his resurrection is our resurrection. And we 

remember all of that with the same forward looking perspective 

knowing that Jesus is able to keep the message that he committed to 

Paul until that day. So we remember the Lord’s death till he comes. We 

remember his death in the light of his life and we remember his death 

and life until he returns to bring to completion the salvation that he 

accomplished by his life, death and resurrection. And so we live in hope. 

The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is a symbolic meal that is meant for 

the encouragement of those who believe in Jesus and who are seeking 

to live faithfully to him by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Bible 

expressly warns us not to participate if we are not in a right relationship 

with God. And one of the things that being in a right relationship with 

God entails according to the Bible is membership in a faithful Bible 

believing Church. And so we ask anyone who does not meet that criteria 

not to take part in this meal that is meant only for believers. 

But it is for sinners. It is not for people who have it all together, but for 

those who know that they are lost without Christ, who look to him for 

salvation and who sincerely desire to live a life that is pleasing to him. 



With that in mind I invite believers in Jesus to take part in this 

celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 


