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We’ve had a little break from our regular series because of a pulpit 

exchange after presbytery and because of the mission conference and 

last week because of Easter. This morning we will continue the series on 

Elijah and this afternoon we will finish up with the Seventh 

Commandment. 

This is the second sermon in the Elijah series. Last time we considered 

how Ahab introduced Baal worship into Israel and how Elijah spoke the 

word of the true and living God into that situation by announcing a 

drought that would not end except by the word of the Lord through 

Elijah. In that sermon we focused our application on the principle that 

God is the source of life. The idea that God gives and withholds the rain 

on which all life depends points to a deeper truth that life as it was 

meant to be lived is life in relationship with God and that existence 

apart from God is not really life at all – it is existence and it is for form of 

death. 

This morning I want to point out a number of other things from this 

passage that begins at 1 Kings 16:29 and goes to 1 Kings 17:7. The 

overall picture is that the covenant people of God have separated into 

the kingdom of Judah under the rule of David’s dynasty and the 

northern kingdom of Israel under the rule of non-Davidic kings all of 

whom were wicked kings. The current king of the northern kingdom or 

Israel is King Ahab and Elijah is the prophet of the Lord who has been 

sent to call Ahab and the people to return to the Lord. And Elijah has 



just announced that there would be no more rain in the years to come 

except by his word.  

There are a couple more things to notice about the wickedness of Ahab 

from the last section of chapter 16 and a couple of interesting points 

from the first section of chapter 17.  

The first thing I want to point out is the king Ahab’s wickedness was 

compounded by the fact that he married a woman from outside of the 

covenant people of God. 16:31 says, “And as if it had been a light thing 

for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, he took for his 

wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went 

and served Baal and worshipped him.”  Now things were already going 

badly in Israel as far as their relationship with the true God was 

concerned. But this marriage of Ahab to Jezebel was another step in the 

moral and spiritual decline of Ahab and it is mentioned here as part of 

the consistent message of the Bible that for a member of God’s 

covenant people to marry someone outside of the covenant people is 

wrong and disastrous and cannot have a good outcome. 

Back in Deuteronomy 7:3 God had instructed his people concerning 

their relationships with the worldly people among whom she lived, “You 

shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or 

taking their daughters for your sons, for they would turn away your sons 

from following me, to serve other gods.”  In the New Testament, in 2 

Corinthians 6:14 we are told “Do not be unequally yoked with 

unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? 

Or what fellowship has light with darkness?” 

The Bible is clear that covenant people are not to intermarry with 

people from the world. Believers are only to marry other believers. 

Many of us have witnessed this command being broken, and the results 

are always disastrous and painful. Usually when someone marries an 

unbeliever he or she already has one foot in the world. Something is 

drastically wrong already with a person’s relationship with the Lord if 

there is even a desire to marry someone from the world. And if the 

marriage takes place it usually ends with the couple leaving the faith all 

together. Sometimes a half-hearted connection to the church remains 

for a time, but it is almost inevitable that children raised in that context 



will not become believers. Sometimes the covenant person in such a 

relationship is converted and becomes more serious about his/her faith 

and the result is a marriage in which there is no unity in the most 

important part of life and so it cannot but be a painful and lonely way to 

live. 

I urge our young people to engrain this biblical principle into your minds 

and hearts and souls – marry only in the Lord. If you are romantically 

attracted to someone from the world – something is terribly wrong 

already and you are in great danger of losing your own soul. Such a 

relationship can never to pleasing to God. Such a relationship can never 

be good. It is a disaster. And all that the Bible teaches about marriage 

tells you to run for your life. Your life will be infinitely better if you are 

single and in God’s will than if you are married outside of God’s will. And 

those are not the only two options. There is also the option of marrying 

in the Lord for most people and God may have a wonderful Christian 

spouse in his plan for your life. But even if he does not – marrying 

someone who is not a Christian is forbidden in Scripture and can never 

end well.  

Ahab was a wicked king and one of the ways that he demonstrated his 

wickedness was to marry Jezebel and that relationship multiplied the 

wickedness of Ahab’s life exponentially. 

The second thing I want to comment on from the last part of chapter 16 

is this strange verse about Jericho. Verse 34, “In his days Hiel of Bethel 

built Jericho. He laid its foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn, 

and set up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, according to 

the word of the LORD, which he spoke by Joshua the son of Nun.”  

Jericho, you will remember, is the first city that Israel conquered in the 

conquest of Canaan. This is the story where God miraculously caused 

the walls of Jericho to fall down so that the people of Israel could take 

the city. This had happened hundreds of years before the time of Ahab 

and Elijah. At that time Joshua had pronounced a curse on anyone who 

would rebuild those walls. Joshua 6:26, “Joshua laid an oath on them at 

that time, saying, ‘Cursed before the LORD be the man who rises up and 

rebuilds this city, Jericho. At the cost of his firstborn shall he lay its 



foundation, and at the cost of his youngest son shall he set up its 

gates.’” 

What is the point of all this? Well, Jericho was located at a strategic 

place for the defense of the land. It was the first place that Israel had 

taken in the conquest. It had been a heavy fortified city and the Lord 

had miraculously leveled the walls of the city as part of the way that he 

by his power enabled Israel to take the land. And through Joshua’s 

curse, he wanted that city to stay a heap of rubble as a testimony to the 

fact that Israel was safe by the power of the Lord rather than because of 

her own strength and military might.   

Now it seems that the point here was that the walls not be rebuilt. 

Apparently there were people living in the city, but the walls had never 

been rebuilt. So the city was located in a strategic place – a vulnerable 

place – a God did not allow the walls to be rebuilt. The broken-down 

walls were a testimony to what God had done in the past and a promise 

that God would protect his people if they would remain faithful to him. 

The real danger for Israel was not external enemies but her own 

sinfulness in straying from the word of the Lord. 

And so now Ahab has Hiel of Bethel rebuilt the walls of Jericho. And the 

prophet who is relating the story makes the connection to the curse 

that Joshua had pronounced hundreds of years before on anyone who 

would rebuild that city. “In his days, Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid 

its foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates at 

the cost of his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD.” 

The meaning of this was that Ahab was trusting in his own military 

might and military fortifications for his protection instead of trusting in 

the Lord. This is not to say that it is always wrong for us to take steps to 

protect ourselves, but in this case, the Lord had expressly forbidden the 

rebuilding of Jericho and the idea was that Israel should be trusting in 

the Lord rather than making Jericho a strategic fortification. That 

attitude of trust, of course, was to go along with obedience to the Lord 

and submission to his will. Ahab was failing in this area as well. And this 

section of his story shows us how he was putting his trust in all the 

wrong places – in Baal for the rains and in his own military fortifications 

for safety from his enemies. 



Now we live in a very different world, but we can certainly apply the 

principles of this section to our lives. The basic idea is that the most 

important thing in our lives is our relationship with God. If we are right 

with God, if we are seeking to live for God, we can be confident that 

God will protect us and will supply all our needs. Think of a verse like 

Philippians 4:19 where Paul says to the Philippians and to God’s people 

through the ages, “And my God will supply every need of yours 

according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”   

This is not to say that we should not work and take prudent steps to 

protect ourselves from those who would harm us, but the Bible stresses 

again and again that if we trust in God and focus on pleasing him, he will 

provide for us and he will protect us. He may allow us to experience 

difficult times, but we have the assurance that “No good thing does he 

withhold from those who walk uprightly.” (Psalm 84:11). We have the 

assurance that nothing, “will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:29). Or as Jesus puts it in 

Matthew 6:33, “[S]eek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be added to you.” 

We will turn now and consider a perspective having to do with Elijah 

announcement in chapter 17:1 “As the LORD, the God of Israel lives, 

before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain, these years, 

except by my word.”  James, in his epistle, sheds some interesting light 

on this announcement. In James 5:16b-8 we read these words, “The 

prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. Elijah was 

a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not 

rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 

Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its 

fruit.” 

Now James uses Elijah as an example of the power of prayer. But what I 

want to consider with you is the fact that the drought that Elijah 

announced to King Ahab had come about as God’s response to Elijah’s 

prayer. James tells us that Elijah “prayed fervently that it might not 

rain.” What does this tell us about the kinds of things we should pray 

for? 



Should we pray for drought? Should we pray for a recession or a 

depression? Elijah prayed for a drought and his purpose clearly was that 

the drought would show the impotence of Baal and the power of the 

LORD and be a means to call the people to repentance.  

I don’t think that the example of Elijah means that we should pray for a 

drought or a depression as a means of calling the people of our world to 

repentance. We must remember that Elijah was a prophet of the Lord 

and also that Israel occupied a place in God’s purposes that is unlike any 

nation today. We do not have much in the way of direct instruction in 

Scripture that we should specifically pray for hardships to fall upon 

people to call them to repentance.  

But we do have a few indications that there is a place for praying for 

God’s judgment on the wicked. You have the prayers of imprecations in 

the Psalms. For instance Psalm 10 prays, “Break the arm of the wicked 

and evil doer; call his wickedness to account till you find none.”  Psalm 

139:19 prays, “Oh that you would slay the wicked.”  And the martyrs in 

heaven pray, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will 

judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 

(Revelation 6:10) 

Now in understanding this theme, we must remember the priority in 

Scripture is God’s mercy and his desire for the salvation of all people. 

The gospel is to go out to the nations and Paul tells us in 1 Timothy 2:4 

that God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth.”  But there is also the fact that God often uses hardship as 

a means of calling people to repentance. The Bible as a whole does not 

teach us to pray for hardship, but we must understand that when we 

pray for the conversion of sinners, God might answer those prayers by 

using hardship as his way of answering those prayers. 

What is most significant about Elijah’s prayer for drought that he was 

passionate for the glory of God and deeply disturbed by the godlessness 

and idolatry in Israel. Clearly for Elijah, prosperity and material comforts 

were not the greatest priority. And we certainly should reflect Elijah 

priorities in this regard. Whether or not we should actually pray for 

economic hardship is debatable, but that we should labor in prayer that 

God would bring about repentance in our nation and society is not. We 



certainly should reflect Elijah’s priority on repentance and godliness 

over prosperity. To put it in terms of the Lord’s Prayer we must pray for 

the coming of God’s kingdom and when it comes to material things, we 

should pray for our daily bread.  

And certainly we should be encouraged to pray by Elijah’s example as 

James applies it to us. “The prayer of a righteous person has great 

power as it is working.” Prayer is a very important part of the way that 

we seek the coming of the kingdom of God. And Elijah is the example of 

a person in Scripture who was very passionate about kingdom of God in 

his day and we certainly should reflect that passion. 

Finally we will consider what happened after Elijah made his 

announcement that there would be “neither dew nor rain these years, 

except by [his] word.” The word of the LORD came to Elijah and told him 

to go to the east and hide himself by the brook Cherith. God promised 

that there would be water for him there and that he would send ravens 

to feed him. The text emphasizes Elijah’s obedience. Verse 5, “So he 

went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan.” And 

there the Lord supplied Elijah with bread and meat and water. Ravens 

brought him bread and meat, morning and evening, and he drank water 

from the brook. 

So Elijah obeyed the word of the LORD and the LORD protected Elijah 

and provided for him in a miraculous way. The people of Israel were 

enduring a drought, but the obedient servant of the Lord had plenty to 

eat and drink through the miracle of the ravens bringing him bread and 

meat morning and evening. 

 Now it is tempting to apply this part of the story to ourselves and make 

the application that if we obey the word of the Lord God will supply all 

our needs. But in his treatment of this story M.B Van’t Veer points out 

that Elijah was not the only faithful believer in Israel during this time. 

Later on in the story we will hear about 7000 who had not bowed the 

knee to Baal and we will also learn about a number of faithful prophets 

whom Jezebel was seeking to kill. The fact is that there were quite a 

number of faithful people of God who suffered the full effects of the 

famine.  



The fact is that there is no discernible difference between the suffering 

of the people of God in this world and the suffering of unbelievers. 

Faithful believers suffer and die in every way that unbelievers suffer and 

die. When there is war and famine and epidemics faithful believers fall 

at the same rate as everyone else. It is true that believers are spared 

some things because of obedience to God’s laws so that they are usually 

spared the effects of destructive lifestyles, but when it comes to the 

suffering that is every persons’ lot in a sinful world, there is no 

difference between the experience of believers and unbelievers. 

You may wonder about Jesus’ promise that if we seek first the kingdom 

all these things will be added unto us. He makes that promise in the 

context of discussing food and clothing – the necessities of life. And yet 

when people die in famines there is no evidence that God’s people in 

those places fare any differently than anyone else. The fact is that those 

kinds of promises must be interpreted in the light of the fact that no 

matter what we have to suffer in this life, and no matter how we die, it 

is well with our souls and the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises is 

the fact that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.  

Just think of all the things that Paul mentions in Romans 8 which 

happen to God’s people but do not separate us from the love of Christ. 

Romans 8:35, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, no nakedness, or 

danger, or sword?” So we may have to endure famine and nakedness 

and any other way that human beings suffer in this world. The biblical 

comfort is not that we will be spared any of these things, but that they 

cannot separate us from the love of Christ. 

And so the application of the story of God providing Elijah with food in 

the famine is not that faithful followers of God will never have to 

endure a famine. The fact is that all the other faithful followers of God 

did endure the famine. Only Elijah was brought bread and meat from 

the ravens. 

Certainly we can take comfort from the promise of Jesus that if we seek 

first the kingdom of heaven all these things will be added unto us. And 

we can all testify to times when we were worried, and God supplied our 

needs in wonderful ways. But as we saw when we studied Ecclesiastes – 



God’s ways with the world and with his people are very mysterious and 

so sometimes God does allow his people to suffer famine and 

nakedness and danger and sword. The ultimate comfort is that no 

matter how we have to die, we will then enter into glory and “that the 

sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 

that is to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18) 

So what is the meaning of this story in which God provided Elijah with 

bread and meat brought to him by the ravens and water from the 

brook? Well there are a number of points that this story makes. First it 

showed that God was in control of the food supply. He stopped the rain 

in Israel, and he directed the ravens to bring an abundance of food to 

his servant. We see that the true God controls what we think of as 

nature and that he was able to do what Baal was powerless to do.  

This part of the story also shows how God provided miraculously for his 

servant because he still had work for him to do. He is the bearer of the 

word of God and as long as God had a mission for him on this earth, God 

would provide for him. And we can apply this principle to the Church as 

the bearer of the word of God. As individual Christians we can suffer, 

and we will die when God decides it is time to take us home. But the 

Church as the bearer of the word of God will be kept by God until her 

mission is complete. In God providing for Elijah in the famine God was 

preserving him as the one who had been commissioned to proclaim the 

word of God to his people. 

But the fact that Elijah was hidden away east of the Jordan indicates 

that God had removed the bearer of his word from the land at least for 

the time being. There had been a word of judgment and then silence. 

And that silence was the greater judgment than the famine. There is no 

greater judgment on earth than when God is not bringing his word. 

Think of what we read in Amos 8:11 “Behold, the days are coming,” 

declares the Lord God, “when I will send a famine on the land – not a 

famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of the hearing of the words 

of the LORD.” 

For a time, God was no longer speaking to Israel. That was a greater 

judgment than the famine. For as we read in Deuteronomy 8:3, “[M]an 

does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes 



from the mouth of the LORD.”  We cannot live without bread. But at a 

deeper level, we cannot live without the word of the Lord.  

Life in the most profound sense is given and sustained by the word of 

God. Jesus Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of that. He is the word who 

was made flesh and he is the bread of life. In John 6:63 Jesus said, “The 

words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” In John 6:68 Peter 

says to Jesus, “You have the words of eternal life.”  John in 1 John 1:1 

says that Jesus is the “word of life.” 

It is by the word of God that we are brought from death to life. It is by 

the word of God that our spiritual lives are sustained. The good news of 

salvation in Jesus comes to us through the word of God. And so when 

Elijah was sent to the brook Cherith, it was as the bearer of the word of 

the Lord. For a time, God had stopped speaking to his people and that 

was a much more serious matter than the drought and the famine. But 

he was being preserved so that in the future he would once again be 

able to bring the word of God to Israel.  

And so let us treasure the word of God. It is the word of life. It is the 

power of God for salvation and for spiritual life. There is a sense in 

which Jesus communicates himself to us through the word of the Lord. 

It is how God speaks to us and it is how God changes us and it is how 

God nurtures our faith. It is how our relationship with God is maintained 

and our relationship with God is life. And in Jesus Christ it is a word of 

grace, of forgiveness, of renewal.  

When we see Elijah sent away to stop bringing the word of God we 

should thank God that that was not a permanent thing and that God is 

still speaking the word of God to us. 


