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This morning we will begin a new series of sermons called “Biblical 

Responses to Secular Beliefs.”  I had been thinking of preaching a series 

along these lines and the discussions I had with a number of you last 

week confirmed my thought that a series of sermons dealing with some 

of the beliefs and themes of our society from a biblical perspective 

would be useful and helpful. In some ways the times in which we live 

are no different than any other period in history – the issues of life and 

death and heaven and hell are fundamentally the same. In other ways 

however, we are living in a time when there are unique challenges for 

Christians because we are in the middle of a world in which the logical 

implications of turning away from God, which are the ways of death, are 

being developed in extreme ways. That has happened in different ways 

in different places and in different time periods, but we are living in this 

time period in the western world and we are seeing the bad fruit of four 

or five centuries of our society living apart from God and developing the 

implications of life apart from God. And for a whole host of reasons, a 

lot of people are leaving Christianity and few people are embracing the 

Christian faith. 

I think that it will be worthwhile for us to hear the word of God with a 

special focus on how it addresses some of the themes of the secular 

worldview. There are three texts that will provide the overall 

perspective of what these sermons will try to accomplish. In 2 



Corinthians 10:4-5 Paul writes, “For the weapons of our warfare are not 

of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy 

arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God 

and take every thought captive to obey Christ.”   

Paul here is using the imagery of warfare. We are in a spiritual battle. 

And in that context Paul speaks of “destroy[ing] arguments and every 

lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God.”  What I would like 

to do in this series is to examine and destroy a number of arguments 

and lofty opinions raised against the knowledge of God.  

In the following verses Paul tells his readers why he is so eager to 

destroy “arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 

knowledge of God.” In 2 Corinthians 11:2-3 he writes, “For I feel a divine 

jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you 

as a pure virgin to Christ. But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived 

Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and 

pure devotion to Christ.”  Part of the reason for showing where 

arguments against the knowledge of God are wrong is to keep believers 

from being led astray. The fact that many people do leave the church in 

our time shows the need of the kind of teaching that Paul is talking 

about here to seek to keep people from being led astray.  

This is one of Paul’s great concerns in his ministry to existing Christians – 

to guard them from false teaching and to keep them from being led 

astray. So there is a defensive aspect to this. 

But there is also an offensive aspect as well. Peter speaks of this in 1 

Peter 3:15 where he tells his readers to “Always [be] prepared to make 

a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 

you; yet do it with gentleness and respect….” The context there is 

persecution. Peter is addressing Christians who were facing opposition 

and scorn for being Christians. They are suffering for righteousness’ 

sake. And Peter instructs them to be able to answer their opponents. He 

tells them to be ready with reasons “for the hope that is in [them].”  It 

has been common for Christians throughout the ages to live in the face 

of opposition and hostility and Peter’s instruction here tells us to be 

able to give good responses to whatever people are saying against 

Christians and against their Lord.  



And of course, the reason for that is that some might be persuaded. 

Giving reasons for the hope that is in us is intended to show that the 

hope that is in us is a reasonable hope – that it is not an irrational leap 

in the dark, but that it is a hope that is well founded and grounded in 

truth and reality. We are to be able to give reasons for the hope that is 

in us so that those who hear us might see the Christian faith in a 

favorable light and to take away false misconceptions that the world has 

about Christianity and our Lord. 

So what we are talking about – what these texts are talking about – is 

keeping professing Christians from leaving the faith and encouraging 

non-Christians to turn to the Lord in faith and repentance. Both of these 

are great concerns in the Bible. There are people who are members of 

the church by birth or by profession who are led astray and who turn 

away from the Lord. We want to keep that from happening as much as 

possible. But we also want to attract new people to Jesus and salvation 

and the church. That is done through proclaiming the gospel, but part of 

that involves giving reasons for the hope of the gospel. It involves 

answering objections. It involves showing the error of error to make 

way for the truth. So it involves “destroy[ing] arguments and every lofty 

opinion raised against the knowledge of God.” 

Now an important consideration in all of this is understanding why 

people believe what they believe. If the overall concern is encouraging 

professing Christians to continue believing and encouraging unbelievers 

to become believers in Christ, the subject of why people believe what 

they believe is an important one. Why do some people reject the 

Christian faith and turn to the world? Why do other people continue to 

confess and live the Christian faith while others turn away? And why do 

some people turn from the world and become Christians. 

These are very important questions because they are related to some of 

the great concerns of the Bible. Not falling away, continuing in the faith 

and persuading others to become Christians are some of the great 

concerns of the Bible. And so, it will be helpful to think through this 

whole matter and see what the Bible says about it.  



And there are two sides to this subject. There is the side of God’s 

sovereignty and there is the side of human responsibility. Both sides are 

important for us to consider. 

On the one hand some people fall away from the Lord because they are 

not among the elect. God has not chosen them for salvation. Peter 

speaks of this in 1 Peter 2:8 where is says of those who do not believe in 

Jesus, “They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 

destined to do.” 

Peter speaks here of people who were destined to stumble. Some 

people are chosen for salvation. Others are chosen for condemnation. 

This is one of the ways that the Bible explains why some people fall 

away from the Lord.  Of course, falling away is not final until the person 

is dead and so continue to pray for people that we know who have 

turned away from the Lord. 

The Bible as quite a bit more to say about why other people remain 

faithful to the Lord. It teaches that God keeps his people from falling 

away. So Jesus says of his sheep in John 10:28, “I give them eternal life, 

and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 

hand.”  There are quite a few verses in the Bible that teach that God 

keeps his elect from falling away and that is the ultimate reason that 

some people continue in the Christian faith while others fall away.  

The Bible gives a similar explanation for why people believe. The 

ultimate reason that some people turn from sin to God is that God has 

chosen them to be saved and has supernaturally drawn them to Jesus. 

So, we have Jesus’ well-known words in John 6:44, “No one can come to 

be unless the Father who sent me draws him.” Or we have Paul what 

Paul says in Ephesians 2:8, "8For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God…." There is a 

supernatural explanation for why people turn from the world to God 

and believe the truth of the word of God and believe in Jesus.  

That is one side of the biblical teaching on why some people fall away 

from the Lord, why other people remain faithful to the Lord and why 

some people from the world turn to the Lord – the sovereignty of God 

in choosing some to be saved and allowing others to be lost. The Bible is 



very clear that the ultimate reason that some are saved, and others are 

not saved is God choosing some for salvation and not choosing others. 

However, the Bible also addresses this from the point of view of our 

responsibility. We do not know how these two perspectives relate to 

one another, but there is no doubt that the Bible teaches both that God 

choses some for salvation and rejects others and also that whether or 

not we are saved depends on various influences in our lives and the 

decisions that we make.  

And it is in this area that we will focus are attention as we consider 

biblical responses to secular beliefs. Paul, in the verses from 2 

Corinthians that I quoted earlier, is concerned about the influence of 

false teachers on the members of the church at Corinth. He is eager to 

destroy arguments and opinions raised against the knowledge of God 

because does not want those false teachings to lead people astray. At 

the same time Paul was travelling throughout the ancient world 

preaching the gospel because he wanted to persuade people to turn 

from the world to God. He wanted to persuade people of the danger 

and the emptiness of life apart from Christ and he wanted them to 

accept what he was preaching so that they would submit to God, 

confess their sins and believe in Jesus. 

I’m laying a biblical foundation for our consideration of biblical 

responses to secular beliefs and what we are looking at, at this point, is 

the fact that God in the Bible is concerned with the whole area of 

people changing their beliefs. He is concerned with people turning away 

from the faith and he is concerned with the whole area of persuading 

people to reject the worldly way of looking at life and adopting the 

biblical way of looking at life. So, this is a matter of concern and interest 

in the Bible. 

Now this whole matter of change from one way of believing and living 

to another way of believing and living somewhat complicated – not in 

the sense that it is hard to understand, but in the sense that there are 

different factors involved in these profound changes in people’s lives. 

There is, for instance, an intellectual component. That is the focus of the 

two passages that I quoted as biblical justification for a series of 

sermons giving biblical responses to secular beliefs. Paul speaks about 



destroying arguments and lofty opinions that are raised against the 

knowledge of God. Clearly, he is speaking about addressing the mind. 

He is talking about intellectual arguments that demonstrate God’s truth 

over against error that can lead people astray.  

The same is the case in the 1 Peter passage which speaks about 

Christians giving reasons for the hope that is in them. Peter is speaking 

about the intellectual defense of the Christian faith. An important part 

of turning away from the Christian faith or remaining in the Christian 

faith or turning to the Christian faith happens in people’s minds. And so, 

arguments that show the truth of the truth and the error of the error 

are important. 

But intellectual arguments are only one part of the equation. The Bible 

makes is clear that there are other factors involved. There are many 

reasons that people turn away from God or turn to God and they are 

not all intellectual reasons and arguments. We will look at a number of 

passages that demonstrate this. 

First consider Proverbs 1:10 which says, “My son if sinners entice you, 

do not consent.”  Proverbs 16:29 makes the same point, "29A man of 

violence entices his neighbor and leads him in a way that is not good." 

People are not only led astray by intellectual arguments. There is also 

the enticements of sinners. One of the contemporary terms for this, 

especially when it involves young people, is “peer pressure.”  We are 

influenced by the people with whom we associate. There is a desire to 

fit in. There is a desire for others to think well of us. There is a desire to 

be accepted by others. And those kinds of desires can lead us either 

toward faith or away from faith often without a lot of deep thinking 

about truth and untruth. And they predispose us to accept the 

arguments of the people we are attracted to.  

This is very important for this whole area of people changing or not 

changing their way of viewing and understanding and living in the 

world. There are many factors involved. It is not all about intellectual 

arguments. It also has a lot to do with our desire to be accepted by 

others who are attractive to us in some way. And this is true for all of us. 

It is something to be kept in mind when we think of the danger of 

people turning away from the Lord.  



We can be profoundly influenced by the company we keep – both 

positively and negatively from a Christian perspective. That is one of the 

reasons that fellowship with other Christians is so important and why 

being friends with non-Christians has its dangers. This does not mean 

that we should never be friends with non-Christians because some level 

of friendship is necessary for witness and evangelism, but it does mean 

that we must be aware of danger of being influenced away from 

Christian truth and practice. 

But this principle is also important when we think about biblical 

responses to secular beliefs. One of the secular beliefs that we will have 

to address is the belief that the secular world-view is based on reason 

alone while the biblical world-view is based on a faith that is not 

reasonable. Part of demolishing arguments raised against God is to 

show that no-one believes what they believe on the basis of reason 

alone. There are many factors that go into why we believe what we 

believe and one of the factors that is very powerful is the company that 

we keep, the society in which we live and the desire to be accepted and 

admired by people that we admire.  

As Tim Keller writes in his book, Making Sense of God, “The reality is 

that every person embraces his or her worldview for a variety of 

rational, emotional, cultural, and social factors.” (p.4) And in another 

place he writes, “[W]e come to find most plausible the beliefs of people 

we associate with the most and especially of the people and 

communities of which we want to be an accepted member.” (p.258) 

There are other passages that show that people change their beliefs 

based on factors other than intellectual arguments. There is the parable 

of the sower which teaches that people fall away from following the 

Lord because of things like the cares of this world, or persecution, or 

deceitfulness of riches.  There is the example of Demas who deserted 

Paul because of his “love for this present world” (2 Timothy 4:10). These 

are examples of people falling away from the Lord for reasons other 

than intellectual arguments. And these are reasons that people resist 

the arguments for belief in the first place.  

There are also verses that show that people can be attracted to the 

Christian faith by the lifestyle and behaviour of Christians. Jesus in 



Matthew 5:16, "[L]et your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven." 

Peter in 1 Peter 2:12 says "12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 

honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may 

see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation." And Jesus 

in his prayer to his Father recorded in John 17 asks that his followers 

might be united as one “so that the world may know that you have sent 

me.”   

The point is that people hold to their opinions for more than intellectual 

reasons. The biblical teaching that speaks to the question of why some 

people turn from faith in God and why other people turn to faith in God 

shows us that there are many factors involved in why people believe 

what they do. There is no question that arguments that are addressed 

to the mind are important in the biblical teaching about how people 

change their views, but the Bible also makes it clear that there are many 

other factors that influence how we think about the most important 

matters of life and the meaning of life.   

All of this is important background for our study of biblical answers to 

secular beliefs because one of the influential secular beliefs is that the 

secular world-view is based on reason and the biblical world view is 

based on an unreasonable faith. I want to deal with that secular belief in 

another sermon, but an important part of the biblical response to this 

secular belief is that the whole matter of why we believe what we 

believe is much more complicated than a simplistic dichotomy between 

reason and faith. We are all influenced in what we believe by factors 

besides intellectual arguments and one of the weaknesses of the secular 

claim that that the secular view is the only reasonable view is a lack of 

taking this into account.  

What I want to emphasize in this sermon by way of application is the 

there are many factors involved in remaining faithful to the Lord and 

not falling away. An important reason for taking up this topic is the fact 

that a lot of people are being led astray from a sincere and pure 

devotion to Christ. When we look at the Bible we find that this is a topic 

of considerable concern. The Bible teaches that it is important to 

understand the reasons for the hope that is in us, but it also teaches 



that there are many other factors involved when people are led astray. 

And we must be aware of all of the factors. We are very much 

influenced by the company we keep and in our day and age that 

includes the company we keep by the books we read and the programs 

we watch and the social media that we consume.  

The Bible warns against false teaching. It warns against evil companions. 

It warns against the pressures exerted by persecution and the love of 

money and the desire to fit in and to be respected and all kinds of other 

things. And it is important for us to realize that we are in the midst of 

spiritual warfare and that we are vulnerable to influences that run 

contrary to biblical views and values. 

Thankfully however, we are not limited to the realities of our 

responsibility and our vulnerabilities. As I have reminded you earlier in 

this sermon, when it comes to the danger of falling away and the whole 

matter of remaining faithful to the Lord, we have the encouragement of 

God and his grace and his strength for weak and vulnerable people. We 

must take our responsibility and danger seriously, but at the same time 

we have the encouragement and comfort of God’s promises to keep his 

own. The gospel of salvation in Christ is good news for people who are 

weak and who do not have it in themselves to remain faithful to the 

Lord. Jude 24 teaches us that Jesus “is able to keep [us] from stumbling 

and to present [us] blameless before the presence of his glory with 

great joy….”  

And that is our hope in a world of false teaching and temptations and 

snares. We are weak and vulnerable, but we are not on our own if we 

are looking to Jesus who we are told in Hebrews 12:2 is both the 

founder and perfecter of our faith. 

 

  



Table Meditation 

One of the purposes of the Lord’s Supper is to strengthen our faith. And 

that ties it to the theme of spiritual warfare and the danger of falling 

away and the necessity to resist the false teaching that comes to us 

from whatever source. The Bible is clear that we are weak and 

vulnerable. But it also makes it clear that God has provided means to 

strengthen our faith and to help us to persevere. The word of God itself 

is the primary means that God uses, but the sacraments of the Lord’s 

Supper and baptism are also means that God uses to strengthen us in 

the fight of faith. 

One of the ways that the Lord’s Supper strengthens our faith is by its 

function as a memorial of Christ’s death for us on the cross. Jesus said 

that we are to do this, that is celebrate the Lord’s Supper in 

remembrance of him. Remembering and forgetting in the Bible are 

spiritually significant. Remembering is one of the ways that our faith is 

kept alive and forgetting is how it shrivels and dies. There is something 

very profound that goes on when we remember Jesus’s death for us and 

his giving of himself for us and to us. The whole reality of Jesus giving 

himself for us be made more real and vivid when we remember him as 

the one who gave his body and blood on the cross for us.  

Another way of looking at the same idea is by thinking of feeding on 

Christ according to Jesus’ own teaching in John 6.  In John 6:54 ff., Jesus 

says, “Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life 

and I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food and my 

blood is true drink.”  On the surface this language sounds grotesque, but 

Jesus is obviously speaking metaphorically. Eating his flesh and drinking 

his blood are metaphors for receiving him by faith. And while Jesus 

spoke these words before he instituted the Lord’s Supper, they clearly 

are relevant to what goes on at the Lord’s Supper when we receive the 

bread which points to Jesus’ broken body and drink the wine or the 

juice that points to Jesus’ shed blood.  

If we receive these tokens with a believing heart, we are receiving Christ 

and all that he accomplished for us by his death. We are being 

nourished unto eternal life. Something real is happening at a spiritual 



level so that we are being strengthened. The language of 1 Corinthians 

10:16 confirms this. “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a 

participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a 

participation in the body of Christ?” 

We are engaged in spiritual warfare. The influence from the world is 

powerful and persuasive. It is important to understand the strength of 

the Christian position by showing how the biblical account of things 

corresponds with reality and the secular account of things is ultimately 

incoherent and irrational. But the celebration of the Lord’s Supper is 

also part of the picture of the way that the Lord strengthens his people 

and nourishes their faith and keeps them from falling away. So let us 

now take part in this sacrament with believing hearts by which we really 

and truly participate in and are nourished by Jesus’ broken body and his 

shed blood. 


